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Abstract: The term of “Copyleft” presents a central idea of GNU/GPL free software.
However, there existed several Chinese translations on this term, which might be
significantly different from its original meaning of the term. For this reason, it seems
necessary to have a unified translation of this term. In 2003, the Chinese translation of
“Copyleft” was proposed by the present author with pronunciations as“Kai Fang Ban
Quan”, or “Kai Quan” in a short form. This note presents more discussions for justifying
the use of these Chinese terms. Based on a classification of software, “Copyleft” is
considered as an important mode in the framework of intellectual property, which will
significantly enhance human development and knowledge development in comparison
with the“Copyright” mode.
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